. |

Approved For Release 2001/08/10 : CIA-RDP78-05538A000200120007-0

Awuth.:

Tigrd
Giass, Ghangsd Te:r TS § ©

f ke, O "L - R

fao

KR 1

8-
Jate: -w-_2flij/7fé By: a2 10 December 1556

NEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

FROM: Chief, Techalcal Accounting Staff,
office of the Cowptreoller

SUBJECT: Observation of RAMAC at Naval Supply Center, Horfelk, Virginia

1. Om 19 November 1956, the writer visited the Naval Supply Cemter to
reviev an experimental imstallation of IBM'e Random Access Memory Accounting
Machine (RAMAC). A supply accounting experinent vas being performed on the
wachine at the time.

2. The Supply Cemter persomnel advised that the experimental wodel
RAMAC vas wnder rental by the Navy at a cost of $3,200 per momth and bed
been avallable for approximately four months at the time of the visit. Ia
snticipation of dslivery of the machine the Haval Supply Center in November
1955 assigned nine plammers and progremmers o the task of developing pro-
graas for tbe machime, and prograns bad been developed at the time of our
visit for several separate installationms, ineluding four imvemtory operatlonms
and 8 payrell operatiom.

3. The machine avallable at the Supply Center has a punch cerd input
apd typevriter, primter and punch card outputs. The storage disks have a
" gapacity of five million characters of imforwation which is sufficlent in an

iaventory-type imstallation te accommodate 50,000 line items with 100 characters

sach. In order te utilize the wmachine for more than ome progrem, such as fer
{maventory asd payrell, whieh would require clearance of stored data from the
disks, sppreximately 25 hours ef running time is needed io comvert the data to
punch cards which caz again (im anether 25 hours) be stored back imto the
sachine for further processing. This compares with caly 1/2 hour which vould
be required with tape attachments for imput amd output; however, an egtimated
sdditicssl remtsl of $10,000 per momth vould be required for such attachuents
vhich in effect imvelves & 605 - RAMAC combimation.

k. A% the time of the visit am imitial faventory for some 12,000 lime
{tems had bean lamserted im the storsge disks and issue transactions were being
processed. The machime had been prograumed for processing imventory receipts
at gome additiomal machine devices ware required before such tramsactioms asuld
ve introduced isto the cperstion. The activity represents only s small ssmple
of the gemersl stores at the Supply Center vhich {nvolves some 450,000 separste
line items amnd obviously could mot be processed ou the preseat machime with its
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limited capacity. The Supply Cemier would require additional RAMAC storage umlte
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which may become available and restrict the use of RAMAC to active stock items
by some combiastion of the RAMAC with other avallable machine wmethods,

5. Cme particularly desirable featurs of the RAMAC is the fact that
trensactions can be processed into the machime in strictly randow order thus
permitting all stornge iafeormation te be kapt curremt at all times. A any
time the machine can be questioned through a typewriter keyboard and typevriter
printer cemcerniag the status of aay stored item and instantsneously the full
data relative thersto is printed on the typewriter attachment. This device
verld be particularly useful in ARy operation where up-to-the-minmute status
of sccounts information may be required, such as imventory, accounts receivable s
accounts paysble, etc.

6. The attached leaflet dated 15 November 1956 relessed to viewers of
the RANAC by the SBupply Cemter Provides further informatiion relative to the
Present experivental installation.

T. Also from the Agency om the imspection were Messrs. e 20X1A%
nt, from Logistics, i
ror Persomnel,

from Machine Records Divisien, ambX1A9a

this does not represent a
vhen the RAMAC is avaflable
1y 12 to 18 months from date of the letter, 25 September
1956, A study az to the feasibility of the Agency cemverting is tabulating
operations so as to utilize this wachine should be made at ap early date.

25X1A9%9a

TAB/PWG/ow (10 Dec. 1956)
Pistribution:
Orig. - TAS Files
1 - Deputy Comptroller .~
1 - Chief, MRD
1 - TAS Chromo
1 - TAS Reading
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